
      

DATE :     Jan. 12, 2022 

TO:         Mayor and Members of City Council 

FROM :    Citizens Advisory Committee on Transportation 

SUBJECT:   Updated CACT Pedestrian Safety Improvement Recommendations  

The CACT is grateful to City Council for increasing its ARPA allocations for sidewalks to 

$300,000 to continue its investments the Cityôs walkability and accessibility. 
 

After the ARPA allocationôs second reading and ahead of Councilôs spring budget discussions, 

CACT discussed in December and January an updated, unranked list of recommended places to 

add or improve sidewalks, many of which would improve access to the new W&OD Dual Trails.  
 

A. Lincoln Park area , including Lincoln Avenue an d Great Falls Street 

between Dorchester and W&OD Trail  
 

Concerned neighbors contacted City staff and the CACT in fall 2021 regarding the long 

pedestrian crossing, bad sightlines, speeding drivers, and plant overgrowth at the mid-block 

eastern crosswalk over Great Falls Street to Lincoln Park, which is very popular for families with 

young children. City staff cleared some plant growth after checking right of way issues. CACT 

members identified other nearby pedestrian and cyclist safety improvements:  

Lincoln Park (curb extensions at east crosswalk over Great Falls Street at Dorchester Rd.)  

 

The above area of concern for nearby residents would benefit from curb extensions that could 

shrink pedestriansô crossing distance (important for the many families crossing here to access the 
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park with small children and strollers) while helping calm traffic on busy Great Falls Street. A 

HAWK beacon would further improve pedestriansô safety. 
 

Another option to consider is adding a stretch of one-way protected bike lane on the west side of 

Great Falls to narrow the roadway, shorten the pedestrian crossing, and improve safe bicyclist 

access to the W&OD. The parking here is almost never used. The painted markings near this 

crosswalk do not calm traffic.  
 

Lincoln Park (curb extensions at south crosswalk over Lincoln Avenue)  

 

Similar to shortening the east crosswalk, the CACT noted that pedestrian safety could be greatly 

improved at the southern mid-block crosswalk by adding curb extensions shrinking pedestriansô 

crossing distance while helping calm traffic on busy Lincoln Avenue. A raised crosswalk and 

possibly a HAWK beacon would further improve pedestriansô safety by slowing traffic. 

 
Great Falls Street (east side) between Lincoln Avenue and W&OD Trail (curb extensions)

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HAWK_beacon
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Adding a sidewalk and possibly curb extensions (see below) in the above location would link 

residential areas along Lincoln Avenue, Meridian Street, Walden Court, and Yucatan Street to 

the W&OD Trail without needing to navigate the long crosswalk over busy Great Falls Street. 

This could be accomplished by narrowing the Great Falls roadway (rather than removing mature 

trees) because the parking spaces here are never used. 

 

Curb extensions at Great Falls Street and Lincoln Avenue 

 
 

In addition to adding sidewalk in the above location, crossing distances at this intersection are 

long, and the acute angles result in drivers cutting corners and not seeing pedestrians. Curb 

extensions (or a raised ñpork chopò pedestrian refuge island with a right-turn slip lane) to narrow 

and square the intersection and/or humps/bollards to make driving movements slower and more 

predictable would help improve safety (see San Franciscoôs experience rethinking its left turns). 

This could be combined with protected bike lanes on Great Falls Street between the W&OD and 

Dorchester Street, using protected intersection-style curb extensions to improve pedestrian, bike, 

and driver safety (note the two cyclists in the image above). This effort would contribute to the 

larger vision of the proposed Greening Lincoln Avenue project. 

CACT also recommends that staff consider adding a no turn on red sign for eastbound traffic on 

Lincoln Avenue. Drivers cannot see pedestrians waiting to cross Great Falls Street due to the 

intersection design and a large evergreen tree at the southwest corner of the Lincoln/Great Falls 

intersection. If a no turn on red sign is not added, please check the right of way issues and 

consider trimming the lower branches of that evergreen tree to improve sightlines between 

drivers and pedestrians, who have to look back and to their left when crossing to check for traffic 

turning onto Great Falls as they navigate a very long crosswalk at the large, busy intersection.  

 

 

https://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/371771/complete+street+select+treatments+8+-+raised+pork+chop+ped+refuge+island.pdf/ba1ecc21-a24a-47af-95ca-aa4abae440bc#:~:text=Pork%20chop%20islands%20are%20triangular,phase%20of%20a%20pedestrian%20signal.
https://www.fastcompany.com/90702355/40-of-san-franciscos-traffic-deaths-are-from-left-turns-these-design-fixes-could-change-that
https://nacto.org/publication/dont-give-up-at-the-intersection/protected-intersections/
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Great Falls Street between the W&OD and Virginia Avenue (widening sidewalk) 

 

Also near Lincoln Park, on the southern side of the W&OD Trail, pedestrians (often with dogs 

and kids on bikes or scooters) are often seen walking in the roadway with their back to traffic on 

busy Great Falls Street to pass one another on the narrow sidewalk next to a fence. 

A shared-use sidewalk from the W&OD Trail to Pennsylvania Avenue or Riley Street would add 

a safer access route for trail users looking to access downtown Falls Church. This could be 

considered during the W&OD Trails intersections project.  

Also, CACT also recommends adding curb extensions to shorten the pedestrian crossing distance 

across Pennsylvania Avenue and across Riley Street at Great Falls to discourage drivers from 

taking those turns too fast. This would also provide more buffer between trail users crossing 

Great Falls from drivers turning left from Pennsylvania to head north on Great Falls. 

  

B. 400 block of West Broad Street (widen sidewalk and remove obstacles)  
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As noted in a 2019 CACT memo: ñThe utility pole and block wall severely narrow the sidewalk 

and make it difficult for wheelchairs and strollers to pass. This was one of the most frequently 

mentioned problem sites in the 2017 Citizen Survey.ò  

C. Lincoln Avenue (north side) east of Yucatan Street  

 
The existing sidewalk ends two properties short of Yucatan Street, where a new curb extension 

was recently completed that connects to no other sidewalks. Using the parking lane for the 

sidewalk and grass or a rain garden would help narrow the street and contribute to the goals of 

the proposed Greening Lincoln Avenue project. Parking is regularly available across the street 

and on the adjacent streets including Yucatan St. One property facing Lincoln Avenue has 5+ 

parking spots in its driveway. 

 

D. North Oak Street (east side) south of Lincoln Avenue  

 
The existing sidewalk ends outside the American Legion, just one lot from the Lincoln Avenue 

corner. The grass has a worn footpath from pedestriansô ñdesire linesò of regularly using this 



DRAFT 

 6 

route. The sidewalk on the other side of Oak Street is narrow and has many non-ADA compliant 

driveway curb cuts, making this an opportunity to provide a more accessible link between 

Lincoln Avenue and the W&OD, especially for veterans who may have mobility challenges. 

 

E. Little Falls Street between the W&OD Trail and Great Falls Street 

(sidewalk widening)  

 

Thanks to the amazing new bike bridge and the new W&OD Dual Trails project, Little Falls 

Street has become the new entryway into the City for many cyclists and pedestrians looking to 

access downtownôs amenities. The recently completed sidewalk widening and curb bump-outs 

from the Great Falls/Little Falls Neighborhood Traffic Calming project have received rave 

reviews. Many passersby now comment that it would be nice if the entire length of sidewalk 

from the W&OD to the top of the hill at Great Falls Street were equally wider. 

This busy area mixes speeding vehicles, many pedestrians with dogs passing each other in the 

street, parked vehicles on both sides, large leaf piles, and more cyclists than in past years.  

The existing sidewalk of this busy pedestrian corridor is narrow with many trip hazards, 

encroachments, and a poorly placed utility pole toward the top of the hill near Great Falls. 

The Great Falls/Little Falls intersection should also be considered for conversion from a traffic 

light into a four-way stop with stop signs to avoid drivers speeding (and sometimes turning at 

high speeds with pedestrians present) to beat a red light. The homeowners at the southeastern 

corner support the idea and have offered to move/remove any necessary plants to help improve 

sightlines to accomplish the conversion to a four-way stop. 
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F. East Broad Street and East Fairfax Street (square up intersection and 

shorten crosswalk ) 

 

This area of East Broad Street is surrounded by many pedestrian-friendly streets. Here, the 

Fairfax Street connections are offset and diagonal. For pedestrians, the only infrastructure is an 

extremely long crosswalk on the south side of Broad to cross East Fairfax. Pedestrians and 

bicyclists are often crashed into, with at least two reported here in the last two years. The current 

East Fairfax design looks like a highway on-ramp and is treated as such by some drivers headed 

northeast looking to turn east on Broad. They may be looking left for oncoming traffic to take the 

turn at speed (despite the stop sign) and can miss pedestrians in the crosswalk who are partially 

obscured by a wall and hedges. CACT recommends adding curb extensions on East Fairfax 

Street to square up the intersection, improve sightlines, reduce speeds, ensure stops for turning 

drivers, and significantly shorten the pedestrian crossing distance. 

 

Also, there is no marked crosswalk on the north side of Broad across Fairfax, and no markings or 

signals to cross Broad (though some make the risky choice to cross here). CACT recommends 

either adding a curb cut on the north side of East Broad Street to allow a crosswalk across Broad, 

perhaps with a HAWK signal, or adding signage alerting pedestrians and cyclists to the number 

of injuries at this intersection and directing them to cross at Cherry or Washington. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


